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Concerned about
the air quality in
your area?

CASIA . \s

Clean Air Strategic Alliance

Is the air being
monitored in my
area?

AJr quality 1S important
to Albertans. The
Clean Air Strategic Alliance, regional
airsheds, Aloerta Environment and other
organizations are working together to
improve air quality in Alberta. Air quality
monitonng programs operate in most
regions of Alberta. This pamphiet will tell
you about air quality, who monitors it, what
you can do if a monitoring program is not
operating in your area, and how'to find out
more.

What is air quality?

The quality of the air is dependent on the
rate that poliutants are emitted into the
atmosphere and the ability of the
atmosphere to disperse these pollutants.

Air poliutants such as caroon monoxide,
oxides of nitrogen, ozone, sulphur dioxide,
hydrogen sulphide, total reduced sulphur,
particulate matter, dust and smoke,
hydrocarbons, ammonia and caroon
dioxade are monitored in Aloerta.

Air pollutants come from many sources.

How is air quality monitored?
Stations with monitonng equipment measure
the outdoor ambient air quality. Data from a
number of stations over time paints a picture
of the air quality in a particular area.
Continuous monitoring stations and passive
monitorning stations are commonly used in
Aloena.

Equipment in continuous monitoring stations
draws air through an analyzer, which
provides rapid measurements of ambient
concentrations for one or several pollutants.

Unlike continuous monitors, passive
monitors have no moving parts and require
no electrical power and are therefore more
suited to remote locations. Passive sampiing
involves the exposure of a reactive surface
1o the air. Samplers are typically exposed for
periods of one month, and analysis is done
in a laboratory.

Data from both types of monitoring stations
undergoes quality control and quality
assurance
procedures. The
data is then posted
to the Alberta
Ambient Air Data
Management

System web site at




regon Many of Nbena s air quality issues
are local, both in their cause and the
solutions required. Stakeholders in a local
area drive the establishment of an arshed,
and the Clean Air Strategic Alkance provides
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communities for a number of environmental
Issues including ar quality. Synergy groups
do not usually operate air quality monitoring
programs, but work to identify issues and
find collaborative ways to solve the
identified issues. Synergy groups may work
on other issues like water and land use.

Complaint response

Alberta Environment is able to monitor air
quality anywhere in Albena accessible from
a road through the use of its Mobie Air
Monitoring Laboratory (MAML). The MAML
responds to air quality concems from a
community and identifies potential problem
areas.
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Regional Airsheds

Fort Air Partnership

8534 100 AVE

FORT SASKATCHEWAN AB T8L 385
Web  www. fortair.org

Emall  exd@fortaimail.org

Ph  (780)998-0851

Parkland Airshed Management Zone
PO BOX 1020

SUNDRE AB TOM 1X0

Web www.pamz.org

Email kwamen@pamz.crg

Ph (403) 862-7046

BOX 21135

GRANDE PRAIRIE AB T8V 6W7
Emal jmeagher@mhr.ab.ca
Ph (780) 513-7516

West Central Airshed Society
PO BOX 7421

DRAYTON VALLEY AB T7A 156
M (780) 514-3533

Web www.weas.com

Emaill wcas@telusplanet.net

Wood Buffalo Environmental
BOX 5567 y
FORT MCMURRAY AB TOH 3G5
Ph (780) 799-4420

Web wwwwbeaorg
Emal wbeaed@shawlink.ca

Synergy groups

o T8

------



